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LS12805 Introduction to Japanese Cullure and Society

A RE

1 Explore Japan: Land and People (Geography and Climale)

2 Explore Japan: Food, Clolhing and Housing (General Daily Life)
3 Language, Communicalion and Sociely (Fealures of Interaclion Skills)
4 A brief History of Japan: From Ancienl to Post-war

5 Japanese Educalion, Current School Problems

6 Japanese Social Ethics: Japanese Ways of Thinking

7 Japanese Working Cullure and Japanese Labor

8 Gender and Saociely: Marital Problems, Roles of Women

9 Mid-term Tesl / Revision

10 Japanese Life Course: Japanese Men, Women and Young People
11 Japanese Traditional Performing Arts

12 Religion, Government and Politics

13 Meanings of Life to Japanese? Ikigai? £ & ALY
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LS12805 Introduction to Japanese Culture &
Society

Lecture 6

Japanese Traditional Culture

BAGHEXIE

HADGHXIE

Japan has absorbed many ideas from others
over the course of its history, i.e.
Technology, Customs,

forms of cultural expression etc

Japan developed its unique culture while

integrating foreign imported items

->Japanese lifestyle today is a biend of
Asian-influenced traditional culture &
Western-influenced modern culture

TRADITIONAL CULTURE

Traditional performing arts that continue
to thrive in Japan today include:

1. Kabuki $R£E{¥ 2. Bugaku £
3. Noh gE 4. Kyogen IE
5. Bunraku X% 6. Manzai ;2%
7. Rakugo ¥%:&5

9. [kebana A I+7E

Bugaku %

« A ceremonial dance associated only with
court ritual, music predominates

+ Borrowed culturally from China in the 8th
century

NogE, KyogenJ¥ &, BunrakuX % & Kabuki
Be#E ¥ all adhere to Asian dramatic
principles emphasizing symbolism &
allusive imagery

Kabuki Zr &%

Kabuki: a form of classical theater that
evolved in the early 17" century

->characterized by
rhythm of the lines spoken by the actors
extravagant costumes
flamboyant make-up (kumadori) [REX

+ Major genres of traditional theatre

+ Akind of variety show performed by groups of
itinerant entertainers

+ heavy red & indigo
~> represent character & emotions
use of mechanical devices to achieve special
effects on stage




KabukiZf£E(% is a
classic performing
art with a history of
over 400 years

Onnagata X female impersonator

-The make-up accentuates the personalities & moods
of the characters

-Most plays draw on medieval Edo period themes ;L
Fr§t (1600-1868)

-Emphasize story of heroes and ordinary people

-All the actors, even those playing female roles, are
MEN

-300 plays are divided into 3 main types of
performance : i
1. Jidai-mono B§{t# (historical plays)
2. Sewa-mono tHEE%) (domestic plays)
3. Shosagoto FR{EZE (dance pieces)

Venues to watch Kabuki
e Tokyo
-National Theatre E 3L &5
-Kabukiza SR E

e Osaka
-Shin-kakukiza X R &7 3k B EE
-Nakaza

o Kyoto
-Minamiza®g &

* Nagoya
-Misonozaii EE

IEE(X useful sites

+ http/iwww fix.co.ip/kabuki/kabuki. html

+ http://mww lightbrigade.demon.co.uk/index.htm

+ http://www.indiana.edu/~japan/kabuki.html

Nohgg
Oldest form of musical theater in Japan
The story is told through:

dialogue, utai §&(singing), hayashi ¥+
(musical accompaniment) & dance

Leading actors usually dress in a colorful
costume of embroidered silk
wears a lacquered wooden mask

» Musical solemn dance-drama in the 14th
century

» Performed by great actors such as Zeami

T BT ER

+ Music of the flute and drum players and
the chanting of the chorus created a
feeling of Yugen H43x (mystery and depth)




Junior high school %4 1-34

+ Emphasis on whole person
- lifestyle advice & guidance

GiEieE

» More focus on academic

- students go to cram school Juku 24 (private
tutoring schools) for better senior high school

+ Discipline Ja
-> obedient at schools foIIow school instructions
= strict school rules like no short skirts & earring

> every students will be a member of
sports / cultural clubs 257 | &}iE

* Promotion of relationship % sempai 5‘&%&
kohai %%

- a vertical society ideology i

Senior high school % 1-34F

» Emphasis future path (#3#%) through
academic achievement

+ Student bodies organize school activities:

~ sports day cultural festival & graduation
(B2 1AT)

+ Attain cram schools 2
- better academic performance
- enter favorite university

» Attend after school tuition
-> prepare for university entrance exams
- mental stress E "

* ZERRAGA
(CwlTARAELD)
Male:

- bullying L \C &

- school violence & misbehavior

i.e. smoking drmkmg & dr -taking

{ financially-helped relatlonshlp)

Cram school & formal schooling

« Students attend it after formal schooling

- prepare for entrance exams for high
school / university ZERELw(TAEWN

« FERELUTS: An exam preparatory
school for high school graduates

—> help those failed in university entrance
exam ;R A (A3IZA)
- focus for particular university exams

* RonimR A: Students that are not attending
formal high schools

* Famous Yobiko in Tokyo
KA KT HHx
(LKFLUITS)




University Education

« Japanese university
= paradise / leisure land for students

Difficult to enter: graduate with ease

\\i‘;‘: .\‘ ot
ko

B

4

« Two slogans:
Pa-to 78— part-time job #
De-to 7—F date

\

G

!
i

+ Part-time job OO0
+ Academic learning XXX
-> no studying is needed in some sense
« Criticized teaching methods:
boring, stagnant & conservative
» University graduates = elite in society

Japanese lovers

« Many youngsters do not marry &
stay with their parents
L BIAG Ay

(spend money X) (enjoy freedom O) ,A

= but lack of social responsibility & &
social consciousness o

Education & Employment

» Important path for social success & mobility

+ Government officials are graduates from
famous public / private universities

+ Tokyo university
RRERKE
- the top natlonal
university o
-> produce top government
officials & top management elite

+ Big enterprises & companies usually
employ famous universities graduatesy

> trust elite from top universities

« Education achievement = career success

University graduates prefer to work for big
companies as salaryman %31J—<X 2 orin
trading / commercial firms ##t<r =«

+ The employment activity SAE;EES
for 4" year undergraduate students

Problems on Japanese Education System
« Examination- oriented from high school
- The education mother HE< < |

-> symptom of examination hell iy
ZERHBEL juken Jlgoku LwH'/uL_<

+ In all education level
- Bullying LY\C& ' :

- School Violence &W%ﬁu?&b\(iﬂu:(
- School rejection BREBFLIIF3ELD

= Learning left behind ##HZEh




-3 gneratlons under the same roof

3 it [FEfE

generatlon

« Strong vertical relationship

» Weaker honizontal tone

+ Responsibility is heavy inside family

» Weak intimate relationship % family
members (compared to Chinese)

LS12805 Introduction to
Japanese Culture and Society

Lecture Summary
Meanings of Life to Japanese?
lkigai £ZANN?

Meanings of Life to Japanese £Z A%

¢ Meanings of Life: & A gt | AENES

* Men: Work is the ikigai

» Young people: Habby = Ikigai?

e« Schoot children: Study & Academic
performance? = lkigai? :

« \Women: marriage, family, career? = Ikigai?

« Different social class: different ikigai?

PR e

Japanese salarymen= ordinary office workllf

=pressure and stress (spiritual)
*death of tiredness IBFHFEMH5L
Transfer of job to other places #5¥f

*Job-rotation # & #t{F

live away from their families and transferred to a

branch office somewhere else

e Father-less in family

« Mothers, wife role heavier, heavy responsibility

e *To family members:
role of father is “bulky rubbish"#X &




¢ Japanese husbands: s
lack of communication with wife, chlldren’?'?

Wocian
nEMg-
Ll

. Dworce at Matureduaged #EH‘HB (50-80 yrs old)

IhEBh  ZEEBA...

* Japanese men: generally speaking
- Over-work?
= Too much physwal & mental stress?

e Unemployment crisis?
-> Commit suu:lde'

(shoppmg travellrng culturalclass-
attendance??)

. E&E'ﬁ}i’aisingle noble class?

» School children:
Primary to High school level
¢ Heavy study pressure
-> prepare for entrance examination %g‘%
(Leplt AZER)
s School problems: ijime LYC & buillying

s

¢ Japanese Meaning of Life?
» Some live for “hobby”
- Otakuzoku {HIEHE, railway manla cospiay)
* Some live for work 32 {
—>Salarymen
¢ Some live for dream B il
->Young people, free workers
« Some live for family, children
->Women

Thlnklng sessions

e What is your lkigai?

s Pursue a Degree status?

Get a well-paid job?

o Marry with / to a Japanese? B

o HlETA RAEST E"O)Eéh{l,\i—i?lf‘c(f-él,\
(Try to look for your own meaning of life!)




