
 

 

Report on New Senior Secondary Japanese Curriculum and 
Current Situation of Japanese Language Education in             

Hong Kong Secondary School 2010-11 
 

Working Group on NSS Japanese Curriculum & Current Situation of 

Japanese Language Education in HK Secondary Schools Survey                   
 
1.   Introduction 

In  recent  years ,  the  educat ion  sys tem in  Hong Kong has  been undergoing s ignif icant  changes 

among which  the  implementa t ion  of  the  New Senior  Secondary School  (NSS) Curr iculum in  

September  2009 i s  one  of  the  most  importan t  a reas  of  changes .  With in  the  f ramework o f  the  NSS 

Curr iculum,  apar t  f rom the  four  core  subjec ts  (Chinese  Language ,  Engl ish  Language ,  Mathemat ics  

and Libera l  Studies) ,  s tudents  can choose  two to  three  e lec t ive  subjec ts .  Fore ign  Languages  (s ix  

languages  inc luding Japanese ,  French,  German,  Spanish ,  Hindu and Urdu)  a re  be ing  offered  as  

one  of  the  e lec t ive  subjec ts 1 .      

 

2.  Background  

In  order  to  obta in  a  comprehensive  p ic ture  of  the  teaching of  Japanese  language  in  Hong Kong’s  

s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l s  a f t e r  t h e  i mp l e me n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  N S S  c u r r i c u l u m,  t h e  S o c i e t y  o f  J a p a n e s e 

L a n g u a g e  E d u c a t i o n ,  H o n g  K o n g 2  h a d  c o n d u c t e d  a  l a rg e  s c a l e  s u r v e y  a mo n g  l o c a l  s e c o n d a r y  

s choo l s  i n  No vember  2009 .  A r epo r t  had  a l r ead y  been  pub l i shed  su mmar i z ing  t he  s i t ua t i on  o f  

J apan ese  l ang uage  edu ca t io n  i n  s econda ry  s choo l s  i n  Hong  Kong  wi th  p a r t i cu l a r  focus  on  t h e  

 

                                                  
1    Educat ion  Bureau .  In t roduct ion  of  New Academic  St ruc ture .  Ret r ieved  27  March  2012 f rom 

ht tp : / /334.edb.hkedci ty.ne t /EN/ in t ro .php.   

2    The  Socie ty  of  Japanese  Language Educat ion ,  Hong Kong was  es tabl i shed in 1978 by a  

group of  Japanese  language and Japanese s tudies  scholars  f rom the  var ious  educat ional  

ins t i tu t ions  ( inc luding the  Univers i ty  of  Hong Kong,  Chinese  Univers i ty  of  Hong Kong and 

the  then  Hong Kong Polytechnic)  and language  schools  in  Hong Kong ( inc luding  the  

Japanese  Language School  a t tached to  the  Consula te-General  of  Japan in  Hong Kong) .  As  

of  2011,  the  Socie ty  has  more  than  300 members  inc luding  fu l l  t ime  or  par t  t ime  Japanese  

language teachers  or  Japanese  Studies  scholars .   

(Websi te :  h t tp : / /www.japanese-edu.org .hk)  
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sen ior  years 3  (Senior  Secondary:  F4  ~  F6) .   

 

As  the  2009 survey i s  a  p re l iminary  inves t igat ion  of  the  current  s i tua t ion  of  the newly  

implemented  NSS Japanese language  programme in  Hong Kong’s  secondary schools ,  in  order  to  

cont r ibute  to  the  fu ture  development  and  enhancement  of  Japanese  language  educat ion  in  Hong  

Kong’s  secondary  schools ,  the  Socie ty  of  Japanese  Language Educat ion ,  Hong Kong deems  i t  

essent ia l  to  conduct  a  longi tudinal  survey among schools  adminis t ra tors ,  teachers  and s tudents  

cont inuously.  The  second survey of  the  teaching of  Japanese  language in  Hong Kong’s  secondary  

school  was  conducted  in  November  2010.            

 

This  paper  wi l l  repor t  and  summarise  the  November 2010 survey resul t  o f  the  current  s i tua t ion  of  

Japanese  language educat ion  in  secondary schools  in  Hong Kong.  The  main  focus  of  the  survey 

inc ludes  how the  school  management  prepares  the i r  s tudents  to  par t ic ipa te  in  the  NSS Japanese 

language examinat ion ,  the  chal lenges  and d i f f icul t ies  they are  fac ing  and have  to  handle  a t  

present .  In  order  to  unders tand the  pos i t ion  of  Japanese  language  in  s tudents’  s tudies  and fu ture  

career ,  ques t ions  about  a r t icu la t ion  and fur ther  s tudies  had  a lso  been asked.   

 

In  the  summary of  our  repor t ,  some sugges t ions  and recommendat ions  wi l l  be  made  to  both  the  

management  and teaching s ta f f  of  the  schools  concerned.  Moreover ,  one  of  our  Socie ty’s  miss ions  

i s  to  cont r ibute  to  the  promot ion  of  Japanese  language  educat ion  and the  enhancement  o f  Japanese  

language  s tandard  among s tudents ,  we wi l l  br ief ly  repor t  on  our  Socie ty’s  current  endeavours  and  

p lans  to  cont r ibute  to  the  promot ion  of  Japanese  language educat ion  a t  secondary school  level .   

 

3.  Survey Methodology 
The Socie ty  of  Japanese  Language Educat ion ,  Hong Kong ( the  Socie ty)  sent  out  a  to ta l  number  

o f  457  ques t ionna i res  (43  ques t ionna i res  fo r  #101  and  414  ques t ionna i re s  f o r  #102 )  wr i t t en  in  

Chinese  to  loca l  secondary  schools  by pos t  on  22  November  2010 4 .   For  the  purpose  of  col lec t ing  

c o m m e n t s  f r o m  t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  t h e  t e a c h i n g  s t a f f ,  t h e   

                                                  
3    2009 Survey repor t  by Socie ty  of  Japanese  Language  Educat ion .  

4    The  ques t ionnai res  a re  d iv ided in to  two  se ts  (#101 and #102) .   #101 i s  a  fo l low up 

ques t ionnai re  for  2009 respondents  who repor ted  tha t  they had offered  Japanese  language  

programme to  the i r  s tudents .    #102 i s  for  those  loca l  secondary schools  tha t  have  no  record  

in  our  da tabase .  
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ques t ionnai res  were  sent  to  both  the  pr inc ipals  and the  Japanese  language  teachers .   In  order  to  

fac i l i ta te  the  co l lec t ion  of  repl ies ,  responses  could  be  re turned through pos t ,  emai l  or  t e lephone.  

 

4.  Result  of the Survey 

  
 

F igure  4 .1  

A to ta l  of  107 schools  (23 .4%) have  repl ied  to  our  ques t ionnai res .  The  responses  ra te  of  #101 i s  

65% (28/43)  and  tha t  of  #102 i s  19% (79/414) .   The  resul t  shows tha t  there  are  24  loca l  secondary  

schools  offer ing  Japanese  language  programme to  the i r  s tudents  among which  9  schools  offer  the  

NSS Japanese  programme wi th  a  to ta l  of  361 s tudents  s tudying the  subject .   The  o ther  15  schools  

offer  Japanese  language as  ext ra-curr icular  ac t iv i ty  or  e lec t ive  subjec t  wi th  a  to ta l  of  1819 

s tudents .  Three  schools  indicated  tha t  they are  p lanning to  offer  Japanese  language  programme in  

the  fu ture .   

 

5.  Schools with the NSS Japanese Language Programme 

5.1  Number of Schools 

 
Figure  5 .1  

 
 151 日本学刊 第 15 号 2012 年 



 

 

The  survey shows tha t  Japanese  language  programme is  be ing  offered in  24  loca l  secondary 

schools  among  which  9  of  them are  offer ing  NSS Japanese  language  programme.  2  of  these  

schools  a re  offer ing  Japanese  Language  both  as  NSS programme and ext ra-curr icu lar  ac t iv i ty  o r  

e lec t ive  subjec t  to  s tudents .  Thus ,  Japanese  language  i s  be ing  offered  only  as  ex t ra-curr icu lar  

s tudies  or  e lec t ive  subjec ts  in  the  remain ing 15  schools .  13  schools  tha t  offered  Japanese  

language  programme in  the  academic  year  2009 had cancel led  the i r  Japanese  c lass  in  the  academic  

year  2010.    

 

5.2  Number of Students 

 

 
Figure  5 .2  

Repl ies  rece ived f rom schools  responding to  our  #101 survey showed tha t  there  a re  a  to ta l  of  306 

s tudents  tak ing  NSS Japanese language  programme.  Among which ,  4  schools  have  about  29-40 

s tudents ;  1  school  has  around 41-50 s tudents  and 2  schools  have around 60-65 s tudents .  As  for  

schools  tha t  responded to  our  #102 survey,  1  school  has  50  s tudents  whereas  another  which  offers  

Japanese  as  ex t ra-curr icular  s tudies  has  5  s tudents .  

 
5.3  Total  Number of Teaching Hours Per Academic Week    

Five  schools  tha t  have  been teaching Japanese language  s ince  2009 are  offer ing  3  teaching hours  

per  week.   One  school  teaches  4 .5  hours  and another  offers  5  .5  teaching hours  per  week.    
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5.4  Relation between Learning Japanese and Entering Universit ies 

For  schools  tha t  have  been  offer ing  Japanese  language  programme up to  2010,  13  schools  

be l ieved tha t  offer ing  Japanese  language  programme was  benef ic ia l  to  s tudents  for  enter ing  loca l  

and overseas  univers i t ies .  18  schools  be l ieved tha t  offer ing  Japanese  language programme is  

benef ic ia l  to  s tudents  for  enter ing  univers i t ies  in  Japan.  On the  o ther  hand,  8  schools  indica ted  

tha t  offer ing  Japanese  language  would  not  have  d i rec t  connect ion  to  s tudents’ enter ing  e i ther  

loca l  or  overseas  univers i t ies .  4  schools  d id  not  th ink  tha t  offer ing  Japanese  language course 

could  help  s tudents  to  enter  univers i t ies  in  Japan.    

 

Among those  13  schools  tha t  had  cancel led  the ir  Japanese  language  programme in  2010,  11  

schools  be l ieved tha t  offer ing  Japanese  language  programme would  be  benef ic ia l  to  s tudents  for  

enter ing  univers i t ies  in  Japan.  However,  12  schools  s ta ted  tha t  offer ing Japanese  language  would  

not  have  d i rec t  connect ion  to  enter ing  e i ther  local  or  overseas  univers i t ies .  Another  2  schools  d id  

not  th ink  tha t  offer ing  Japanese  language  course  could  he lp  s tudents  to  enter  univers i t ies  in  Japan .  

 

As  for  those  3  schools  tha t  a re  p lanning to  offer  Japanese  language  programme in  the  fu ture ,  1  

school  be l ieved tha t  offer ing Japanese  language  programme would  be  benef ic ia l  to  s tudents  for  

enter ing  local  and overseas  univers i t ies .   2  schools  bel ieved tha t  offer ing  Japanese  language  

programme would  be  benef icia l  to  s tudents  for  enter ing  univers i t ies  in  Japan.  2  schools  s ta ted  

tha t  offer ing  Japanese  language  programme would  not  have  d i rec t  connect ion  to  enter ing  e i ther  

loca l  or  overseas  univers i t ies .  1  school  d id  not  th ink  tha t  offer ing  Japanese language  course  could  

help  s tudents  to  enter  univers i t ies  in  Japan.  

 

5.5  Support and Assistance to Overseas Study or Further Study 

Among those  schools  tha t  have  been offer ing  Japanese  language  programme s ince  2009,  13 

schools  provide  support  and ass is tance  to  s tudents  regard ing  overseas  or  fur ther  s tudy.  1  school  

does  not  provide  any support  to  s tudents .   

 

As  for  those  schools  tha t  a re  offer ing  Japanese  language  programme s ince  2010,  5  schools  

provide  support  and ass is tance  to  s tudents  regard ing  overseas  or  fur ther  s tudy.  3  schools  do  not  

provide  any support  to  s tudents .    
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As  for  those  schools  tha t  had  cancel led  the i r  Japanese  language  programme in  2010,  8  schools  

had  provided support  and ass is tance  to  s tudents  regard ing  overseas  or  fur ther  s tudy whi le  3  

schools  d id  not  provide  any support  to  s tudents .   For  those  schools  tha t  a re  p lanning to  offer  

Japanese  language  programme in  the  fu ture,  3  schools  indica ted  tha t  they would  provide  support  

and ass is tance  to  s tudents  regard ing  overseas  or  fur ther  s tudy.   

 

5.6  Knowledge of International Japanese Language Examinations 

Among the  schools  tha t  have  been offer ing  Japanese  language  programme s ince  2009,  2  schools  

know about  SAT,  1  knows about  AP,  10  know about  CIE.  15  schools  know about  JLPT which  

indica tes  tha t  i t  i s  the  most  wel l -known among the  schools .  For  those  schools  tha t  have  been  

offer ing  Japanese  language  programme s ince  2010,  2  schools  know about  SAT,  1  knows about  AP,  

3  have  knowledge  of  CIE and 5  know about  JLPT.   

 

For  those  tha t  had  canceled  the i r  Japanese  language programme s ince  2010,  2  schools  knew 

about  SAT,  2  knew about  AP,  5  knew about  CIE and 8  had  knowledge  of  JLPT.    

As  for  those  schools  tha t  a re  p lanning to  offer  Japanese  c lass  in  the  fu ture ,  only  one  of  them has  

heard  of  SAT and JLPT.  But  they do  not  have  any knowledge  of  AP or  CIE.    

 

 

F igure  5 .6  

Regarding the  number  of  s tudents  par t ic ipa t ing  in  in ternat ional  Japanese  language examinat ion ,  

only one  school  has  67  s tudents  tak ing  CIE.  Another  school  responded tha t  they  have  20  s tudents  

par t ic ipa t ing  in  the  JLPT examinat ion .    
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5.7  Diff icult ies and Supports in Japanese Learning 
For  those  schools  tha t  had  been offer ing  Japanese  language  programme up  to  2010,  5  schools  d id  

not  have  c lear  unders tanding of  the  content  and  examinat ion  requi rement  of  CIE tha t  s tudents  

s tudying NSS Japanese  language  programme may s i t  for  a t  the  f inal  year  o f  the i r  senior  secondary  

school  s tudies .   6  schools  indica ted  tha t  they are  lack  of  f inancial  support .   7  schools  s ta ted  tha t  

they do  not  have  su i table  t ex tbook and teaching mater ia l .   3  schools  are  l ack  of  t eachers .   5  

schools  cons idered  the  CIE examinat ion  too  d i ff icu l t  for  the i r  s tudents .  

 

Moreover,  for  those  schools  tha t  had  cancel led  Japanese  language  programme s ince  2010,  2  

schools  were  fac ing  lack  of  f inancia l  suppor t  and lack  of  su i table  teachers .   1  school  cons idered  

the  CIE examinat ion  too  d i ff icul t .   One school  tha t  i s  p lanning to  offer  Japanese  language 

programme in  the  fu ture  poin ted  out  tha t  lack  of  su i table  teaching s taff  i s  one  of  the i r  major  

concerns .     

    

Regard ing  support ,  for  those  schools  tha t  had  been offer ing  Japanese  language  programme up to  

2010,  11  schools  would  l ike to  have  suppor t  in  prepar ing  textbook and teaching mater ia l .   6  

schools  poin ted  out  tha t  the  provis ion  of  proper  teacher  t ra in ing i s  essent ia l .  12  schools  would  

l ike  to  have  more  onl ine  t eaching mater ia l  suppor t .   6  schools  ment ioned tha t  scholarship  i s  

important  to  s t imula te  s tuden ts ’ learn ing  mot ive .   

 

As  for  those  schools  tha t  had  cancel led  Japanese  language  programme s ince  2010,  2  schools  

poin ted  out  tha t  the  provis ion  of  proper  teacher  t ra in ing  i s  essent ia l .  1  school  would  l ike  to  have  

more  onl ine  t eaching mater ia l  suppor t .   1  school  ment ioned tha t  scholarship  i s  impor tant  to  

s t imula te  s tudents ’ learn ing  mot ive .  
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6.  Schools with Non NSS Japanese Language Programme  

6.1  Number of Students in School 
 

 
Figure  6 .1  

There  are  1719 s tudents  tak ing  Non NSS Japanese  language  programme in  schools  tha t  have  been 

offer ing  Japanese  language  c lass  s ince  2009 among which  2  schools  have about  12-25 s tudents ,  5  

have  around 36-45 s tudents  and 2  have  around 360-390 s tudents .  One school  has  720 s tudents .    

 

As  for  those  schools  tha t  have  been offer ing  Japanese  language c lass  as  ext ra-curr icular  s tudies  

s ince  2010,  there  are  a  to ta l  of  156 s tudents .   3  schools  have 20  s tudents ,  1  has  25  s tudents ,  1  has  

30  s tudents  and 1  has  40  s tudents .  One school  tha t  has  been offer ing  Japanese  language  as  

e lec t ive  subjec t  s ince  2010 repor ted  tha t  they have  100 s tudents .  

 

6.2  Number of Teaching Hours per Week 

Among those  schools  tha t  had  been offer ing  Japanese language c lass  as  ext ra-  curr icular  s tudies  

up  to  2010,  3  schools  were  offer ing  35mins-1  hour ’s  teaching per  week,  5  offered  1  hour 15  mins-

1  hours  30  mins ,  2  offered  2  hours ,  one  offered  3  hours ,  one  offered  4  hours ,  one  offered  6  hours .  

Two schools  offered  10-12 hours  and  one  offered  15  hours  per  week.    

 

Textbooks  used  inc luded,  《みんなの日本語》、《日本語 GOGO》，《みんなの日本語初級Ｉ》、

《新日本語基礎教程Ｉ》and teaching mater ia ls  des igned by the  t eachers .  
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7.  School not offering Japanese Language Programme in both 2009 and 2010  

414 se ts  of  #102 ques t ionnaires  were  sent  to  schools  that  d id  not  provide  Japanese  language 

programme in  2009 as  indica ted  in  the  resul t  of  our  Socie ty’s  2009 survey.  67  schools  responded 

tha t  they  had  not  offered  Japanese  language  programme in  both  2009 and 2010.  47  schools  

indica ted  tha t  they have  no  p lan  to  offer  Japanese  language  programme.   

 

7.1  Relation between Learning Japanese and Entering Universit ies 
15 schools  agreed tha t  learn ing  Japanese  i s  benef ic ia l  to  s tudents’ enter ing  local  and overseas  

univers i t ies .  However,  39  schools  responded tha t  there  i s  no  d i rec t  re la t ionship  between enter ing  

local  or  overseas  univers i t ies  and the i r  s tudents’ s tudy of  Japanese  language.   

  

57  schools  regarded s tudying Japanese  language  i s  benef ic ia l  to  s tudents’ enter ing  univers i t ies  in  

Japan.  Only 1  school  sa id  there  i s  no  d i rec t  re la t ionship  be tween enter ing  univers i t ies  in  Japan 

and learning Japanese  language.    

 

7.2  Support and Assistance to Overseas Study or Further Study 

56 schools  provide  support  and ass is tance  to  s tudents  regard ing  overseas  or  fur ther  s tudy.   Only  

1  school  d id  not  provide  any support  to  s tudents .  

 

7.3  Knowledge of International Examination 
 

Do you know that student  can take the fol lowings 
Japanese international  examination in HK? 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 F igure  7 .3  
 

18 schools  know about  SAT,  16  know about  AP,  14  know about  CIE and 37  know about  JLPT. 
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7.4  Diff icult ies and Supports in Japanese Language Teaching 

 
Diff icult ies in Teaching Japanese in School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 F igure  7 .4 .1  

4  schools  responded tha t  they do  not  have  c lear  unders tanding of  the  content  and requi rement  of  

the  CIE examinat ion .  5  schools  a re  lack  of  f inancia l  support .   4  schools  s ta ted  tha t  they do  not  

have  su i table  textbook and teaching mater ia l .   8  schools  are  lack  of  teachers .   3  schools  regard  

the  CIE examinat ion  to  be  too  d i ff icul t  to  fo l low.    

 

Which aspects of support  in teaching is necessary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 F igure  7 .4 .2  
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Regarding suppor t ,  2  schools  hope  tha t  they can  have  suppor t  in  prepar ing  textbook and teaching  

mater ia l .   3  schools  poin ted out  tha t  the  provis ion  of  proper  teacher  t ra in ing  i s  necessary.  4  

schools  be l ieve  regular  seminars  and promot ion  ac t iv i t ies  can  he lp  s tudents  to  unders tand more  

about  Japanese  cul ture .   3  schools  would  l ike  to  have  more  onl ine  teaching mater ia l  support .   4  

schools  indica te  tha t  scholarsh ip  i s  importan t  to  s t imula te  s tudents ’ learn ing  mot ive .   

 

8.  Survey of Students Studying Japanese Language 
 

8.1  Student Profi le 
8.1.1  Class 
 

 
Figure  8 .1 .1  

 

There  are  123 s tudents  f rom 3  d i fferent  loca l  secondary  schools  responding to  the  ques t ionnai res .   

34  s tudents  a re  F1,  57  are  F4,  and 32  are  F5 s tudents .    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 159 日本学刊 第 15 号 2012 年 



15 years old,

45%

18 years old,

1%
17 years old,

1%

12 years old,

21%

13 years old,

6%

16 years old,

26%

 

 

8.1.2  Age 
 

Age Distr ibut ion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 F igure  8 .1 .2  

26  respondents  a re  12  years  o ld ,  8  a re  13  years  o ld ,  55  of  them are  15  years  o ld ,  32  of  them are  

16  years  o ld ,  1  i s  17  years  o ld  and  one  i s  18  years  o ld .   

  

The  f igure  indica tes  tha t  the  major i ty  of  s tudents  learn ing Japanese  language  in  the  surveyed  

secondary schools  a re  15-16 years  o ld .    

 

8.1.3  Gender 

 

 F igure  8 .1 .3  

There  are  79  f emale  s tudents  and 44  male  s tudents  s tudying Japanese  language which indica ted  a  

re la t ive  h igher  propor t ion  of  female  s tudents .  
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8.1.4  Duration of Learning Japanese 
 

 
 F igure  8 .1 .4  

62  s tudents  have  been learn ing  Japanese  language  for  less  than  1  year.  59  of  them have  been 

learn ing  for  more  than  1  year.    

 

8.2  Learning Motive and Further Studies   
8.2.1  Reasons of Learning Japanese Language   
 

     
 F igure  8 .2 .1  
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In  responding to  the  reasons  for  learn ing  Japanese  language ,  15  s tudents  repl ied  tha t  they  would  

l ike  to  go  to  fur ther  the i r  s tudy in  Japan,  73  s ta ted  tha t  they a re  in teres ted  in  Japanese  cu l ture ,  58  

would  l ike  to  t ravel  in  Japan,  59  are  in teres ted  in  Japanese  animat ion  and comic ,  19  of  them s tudy 

Japanese  language  under  the i r  parents ’ recommendat ion .   

 

According to  the  survey,  one  of  the  main  reasons  for  Hong Kong local  s tudents’ learn ing of  

Japanese  language i s  the i r  in teres t  in  Japanese  cul ture .  
 

8.2.2  Advantages of Learning Japanese Language 
 

 
 F igure  8 .2 .2  

75  s tudents  th ink  tha t  lea rn ing  Japanese  language wi l l  be  benef ic ia l  to  the i r  fur ther  s tudy.   86  

s tudents  be l ieve  tha t  learning  Japanese  would  he lp  in  the i r  job  hunt ing .   51  be l ieve  tha t  learn ing  

Japanese  can  he lp  to  s t imula te  and promote  Hong Kong and Japanese  cul tura l  exchange.    
  

8.2.3  Any Further Plan to Study Japanese in Universit ies 
 

 

 F igure  8 .2 .3  
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78  s tudents  responded tha t  they do  not  p lan  to  s tudy Japanese  af ter  they ente r  univers i t ies .   

However,  41  s tudents  would  l ike  to  cont inue fur ther  s tudying Japanese .   Among them,  31  would 

l ike  to  cont inue  learning Japanese  in  loca l  univers i t ies .  2  of  them wished to  cont inue  lea rning  

Japanese  in  overseas  univers i t ies .   8  s tudents  would  l ike  to  go  to  Japan to  cont inue  learning 

Japanese .  

 

8.2.4  Priority on Local,  Overseas and Universit ies in Japan 

 

 
Figure  8 .2 .4  

 

78  s tudents  indica ted  tha t  loca l  univers i t ies  are  the i r  f i r s t  choice .  6  s tudents  chose  univers i t ies  

in  Japan as  the i r  f i r s t  choice .  10  s tudents  chose  Japan univers i t ies  as  the i r  f i r s t  choice .  As  for  

second choice ,  12  s tudents  chose  loca l  univers i t ies ,  62  s tudents  chose  overseas ,  and 21  s tudents  

chose  univers i t ies  in  Japan.   As  for  th i rd  choice ,  4  s tudents  chose  local  univers i t ies ,  26  s tudents  

chose  overseas  univers i t ies  and 63 s tudents  chose  univers i t ies  in  Japan.  

 

As  sugges ted  by the  resul t  of  the  survey,  loca l  univers i t ies  are  s t i l l  the  most  popular  choice  

among Hong Kong secondary s tudents .  
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8.3  Issues Relating to the Study of Japanese Language 
8.3.1  Compulsory or Selective 

33 s tudents  repor ted  tha t  Japanese  i s  the i r  compulsory subjec t .   The  remaining  89  s tudents  s tudy 

Japanese  as  e lec t ive  subjec t .  

 

8.3.2  Number of learning hours in class 
34 s tudents  have  one  hour ’s  c lass  per  week .   35  s tudents  have  4-4 .5  hours’ c lass  per  week.  55  

s tudents  have  3  hours’ c lass  per  week.  

 

8.3.3  The Most Diff icult  Aspects in Japanese Language Study 
 

The most di f f icult  parts in Japanese Learning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Figure  8 .3 .3  

 

57  s tudents  (20%) s ta ted  tha t  wri t ing  i s  the  most  d i ff icul t .   62  s tudents  (22%) chose  reading,  80 

s tudents  (29%) chose  l i s ten ing  and 82  s tudents  (29%) poin ted  out  that  speaking i s  the  most  

d i ff icul t .  

 

9.  Summary 

According to  the  survey conducted  in  2010,  i t  shows tha t  there  are  24  local  secondary  schools  

offer ing  Japanese  language  programme to  the ir  s tudents  among which  9  schools  offer  the  NSS 

Japanese  programme wi th  a  to ta l  of  361 s tudents  s tudying the  subjec t .   The  o ther  15  schools  offer  

Japanese  language as  ext ra-curr icular  ac t iv i ty  or  e lec t ive  subjec t  wi th  a  to ta l  of  1819 s tudents .  

The  average  number  of  s tudents  in  each c lass  i s  25-40,  which  i s  b igger  than  tha t  of  2009.   Most  

schools  do  not  have  suff ic ient  resources  such as  qual i f ied  fu l l  t ime teaching  s ta ff  and  most  of  

them employ par t  t ime Japanese  ins t ructors  f rom exte rnal  ins t i tu t ions .  
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Moreover,  i t  i s  found tha t  most  of  the  t eachers  and  educators  for  the  NSS Japanese  programme 

are  encounter ing  var ious  d iff icul t ies  in  teaching.   For  ins tance ,  they do  not  have  enough 

informat ion  and unders tanding  on  the  examinat ion  syl labus ,  there  i s  a  lack  of  teaching resources  

and insuff ic ient  government  support .  

 

In  order  to  enhance  and s t rengthen Hong Kong’s  compet i t iveness  under  g lobal iza t ion ,  we suppor t  

the  idea  of  inc luding fore ign languages  in to  the  NSS curr iculum recommended by the  Educat ion  

Bureau.   Compare  to  2009,  i t  shows tha t  the  number  of  NSS s tudents  increased  f rom 303 to  361,  

which  accounts  for  an  increase  of  20%.  This  shows tha t  there  i s  a  necess i ty  to  increase  support  

for  Japanese  language  educat ion  in  Hong Kong.  

 

This  i s  the  second t ime our  Socie ty  conducts  survey of  NSS Japanese  language  programme in  

Hong Kong’s  secondary school .   In  order  to  cont r ibute  to  the  fu ture  development  and enhancement  

of  Japanese  language  educat ion  in  Hong Kong,  our  soc ie ty  wi l l  cont inue  to  conduct  longi tudina l  

survey among schools  adminis t ra tors ,  t eachers  and s tudents  in  the  coming years .  

 

10. Action and Achievement by the Society of Japanese Language Education based 
on Suggestions and Recommendations in the 2009 Survey Report 

10.1  In 2010, the Society had achieved the fol lowings: 
 

10.1.1  Organise Training Programme for NSS teachers  

Wi th  the  human resource  and f inancia l  support  f rom the  Japan Foundat ion ,  the  Socie ty  of  

Japanese  Language Educat ion  organised  a  Teacher  Tra in ing Programme for  Secondary Schoo l  

Japanese  Language  Teachers  in  Hong Kong f rom July  2010 to  May 2011 which  inc luded one  

meet ing ,  2  workshops  on  teaching  mater ia l  ana lys is  and  pedagogy,  a  f inal  repor t  and  presenta t ion  

a t  the  monthly  seminar  of  our  Socie ty  in  May 2011.   

 

The par t i c ipants  were  h ighly  sa t i s f ied  wi th  the  programme.  The  t ra in ing  programme has  been  a  

very impor tant  s tep  toward  providing teachers  of  secondary schools  wi th  new informat ion  of  

teaching mater ia l ,  pedagogy and crea t ing  ne twork  among them.    

 

At  the  same t ime ,  the  Socie ty  was  able  to  learn  more  about  the  problems  and i ssues  tha t  the  

secondary school  teachers  a re  confront ing in  the i r  t eaching which  would  provide  impor tan t  

ins ight  for  our  fu ture  t ra in ing  projec ts .  
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10.1.2  Information of the CIE Japanese Syllabus  

According to  the  t imetable  o f  the  NSS cur r iculum,  the  f i r s t  publ ic  examinat ion  for  Japanese  as  

an  e lec t ive  subjec t  of  fore ign  language i s  scheduled  to  be  taken p lace  in  the  academic  year  of  

2011/12.  Par t ic ipa t ing  s tudents  a re  expected  to  take  the Univers i ty  of  Cambridge  In terna t ional  

Examinat ions  (CIE) .  In  order  to  he lp  secondary school  Japanese  language teachers  to  have  a  

be t te r  unders tanding of  the  syl labus ,  wi th  the  help  of  Japan Foundat ion’s  Language  Exper t  in  

Hong Kong,  a  Japanese  vers ion  of  the  syl labus  has  been pos ted  on  the  Socie ty’s  homepage.  

Br ief ings  on  the  NSS Japanese  language  programme and syl labus  have  been organised  for  loca l  

secondary schools  so  tha t  in teres ted  pr inc ipa ls  and teachers  can  have access  to  more  de ta i led  

informat ion  on  the  new curr icu lum.   

 

10.1.3  For Senior Secondary Students 
The Annual  Speech Contes t  for  Secondary Students  organised  by the  Socie ty  was  held  in  Apr i l  

2010.  The contes t  inc luded Verse  Reci ta t ion  and Free  Topic  Speech Contes t .  The  overa l l  s tandard  

was  h igh .  

 

Award  Sys tem:  In  2010-11,  four  groups  of  h igh  school  s tudents  were  offered  Bes t  Projec t  Award  

in  Japanese  Studies 5 .   

 

Scholarship  Sys tem:  In  2010-11,  four  scholarsh ips  were  awarded to  indiv idual  s tudents  in  

recogni t ion  of  the i r  outs tanding achievements  in  learning Japanese  language .  

 

 

11.  Suggestions and Recommendations 

Foreign  language  educat ion  i s  benef ic ia l  to  the  enr ichment  of  in tercul tura l  unders tanding among  

young  peop le .  Due  to  the  easy  access  to  th ings  Japanese  in  Hong  Kong,  many young  people  a re  

f a mi l i a r  w i t h  J a p a n  w h i c h  v e r y  o f t e n  s e r v e s  a s  a  p o s i t i v e  s t i mu l a t i o n  t o  l e a r n i n g  J a p a n e s e  

l ang uag e .  We  s t rong ly  be l i eve  t h a t  J apan e se  l angu ag e  educa t i on  can  p rov id e  p lu r a l - l i ngu i s t i c  

 

                                                  
5   For  informat ion of  the  Socie ty’s  award  and scholarship ,  p lease  refer  to  

h t tp : / /www.edb .gov.hk/ index.aspx?nodeID=1467&langno=1 ( l ink  a t  the  Educat ion  Bureau) .   
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perspect ives  and enhance  mul t i l ingual  and mul t icul tura l  awareness  of  the  lea rners  in  Hong Kong 

and equip  them to  become g lobal  c i t izens .  However ,  as  sugges ted  by the  resul t  of  our  survey,  we 

expect  tha t  a t  present ,  due  to  the  l imi ted  teaching and f inancia l  resources  avai lable  to  schools  and 

s tudents ,  schools  wi l l  cont inue  to  face  var ious  d i f f icul t ies  and chal lenges  in  suppor t ing  s tudents ’  

learn ing  in  fore ign  languages which  might  have  negat ive  impact  both  on  the  Japanese  language 

teachers  and s tudents  as  wel l .  Therefore ,  the  Socie ty  wi l l  cont inue  what  we have achieved in  

2010-11 and work  hard  towards  a t ta in ing  the  fo l lowing sugges t ions  and p lans  in  order  to  

cont r ibute  to  the  enhancement  of  Japanese  language educat ion  and the  sus ta inment  of  s tudents ’  

in teres t  and dedica t ion  in  learn ing  Japanese  language.  

 

S t rengthen the  Socie ty’s  on- l ine  teaching resources :  With  the  suppor t  o f  the  Japan Foundat ion ,  

we shal l  fur ther  improve our  websi te  to  p rovide  more  useful  and updated  l inks  for  teachers  to  

access  for  innovat ive  and helpful  ideas  of  compi l ing  and u t i l i s ing  teaching mater ia ls ,  e .g .  

textbooks ,  f lashcards  as  wel l  as  c lassroom act iv i t ies .   

 

In ternat ional  symposium on Japanese  Language Educat ion  and Japanese  Studies :  our  Socie ty  wi l l  

co-organize  the  9 t h  In terna t ional  Symposium wi th  the  Ci ty  Univers i ty  of  Hong Kong.   We plan  to  

organise  a  forum on Japanese  Language  Educat ion  a t  senior  secondary school  level .  We a lso  p lan  

to  invi te  teachers  and scholars  f rom Japan,  Mainland China ,  Korea  and Taiwan to  par t ic ipa te  and 

exchange var ious  ideas  wi th  our  loca l  teachers .  

 

Suppor t ing  Act iv i t ies  in  Secondary Schools :  our  Socie ty  wi l l  suppor t  the  schools’  Japanese  

language and cul tura l  ac t iv i t i es  in  var ious  capaci t ies .  

 

I t  i s  the  miss ion  of  the  Socie ty  to  promote  and support  Japanese  language  educat ion  in  Hong 

Kong a t  la rge  and among the  young people  in  par t icu lar .  The  Socie ty  wi l l  endeavour  to  car ry  out  

the  above  sugges t ions  and p lans  and hope  to  be  able  to  cont r ibute  to  the  promot ion  and 

enhancement  of  Japanese language  educat ion  and the  sus ta inment  o f  s tudents’  in teres t  and  

dedica t ion  in  learning Japanese  language .  
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The difference between NSS since 2009, Non NSS since 2009 and Non NSS since 2010 on weeky
teaching hours
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Appendix 
N u m b e r  o f  s t u d e n t s  w h o  t a k e  N S S  J a p a n e s e  Ve r s u s  N o n  N s s  

J a p a n e s e  P ro g r a m m e  :   To t a l  2 0 8 0  s t u d e n t s  

 

 N S S  J a p a n e s e   
 P r o g r a m m e ,   
 3 6 1  s t u d e n t s ,  1 5 %  

 

 
 N o n  N S S   
 J a p a n e s e  
 P r o g r a m m e , 1 7 1 9   
 s t u d e n t s ,  8 3 %                                                                           F igure  11 .1  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
                                                                           

Figure  11 .2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

F igure  11 .3  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
F igure  11 .4  
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Does your school provide any further study  counselling or overseas
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Figure  11 .5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Figure  11 .6  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure  11 .7  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure  11 .8  
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